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THE MEANINGFUL CHRISTMAS 


Angels are already hastening to announce the tidings of great 
joy, to ring in another Christmas into whose soft splendours we al-, 
ways love to enter because it means for us the advent of our dear- 
est treasure. But it is only when we recognize the true purpose of 
time and consider that the year moves onward to another Christmas 
just to allow men more time to follow the Star, that we can under- 
stand the real meaning of the Feast of the Infant. The sun that rose 
through the length.of the past year would have shone in vain if it 
did not light up the paths to Bethlehem. Christmas without its 
widened circle of new-born worshippers would be a very barren cele- 
bration. The number of those that hear the angels’ message must 
every time increase until the whole world turns in adoration towards 
the little city of David. 


The Christ Child’ is jealous of man’s admiration and love and 
soon He will again look over the earth to see how many new faces 
greet Him in His crib and how much larger is the train of those 
that come to offer Him the incense of adoration. May we not 
think that His eye in searching about for the bright spots will rest 
with special kindling upon the site of St. Augustine’s? Surely it 
is not uncertain that He has been watching with concern the situa- 
tion of the colored people in this country and has been wishing 
and planning scmething for their good. Would it be vain to think 
that the Mission House is the fruit of His loving thoughtfulness, 
and that He is now watching tenderly over its growth and longing 
for the time when priests will step from it and gather souls to His 
cradle? That this is so we feel confident and we pray that we 
may worthily carry out the wishes of our Infant King. 
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THE COLORED PRIEST AN URGENCY 


Daily it is becoming clearer that the colored priest must come 
and help be the salvation of his people. Disparagement cannot be 
cast upon the work already done by men and organizations labor- 
ing for the colored cause. God grant that what they have accom- 
plished may never be forgotten but may be engraved into whitest 
marble, because it has been done in purest sacrifice and personal ob- 
lation. But the field is becoming too large for the number of white 
priests engaged, and the indifferent attention to which conventionalism 


BE A PROMOTER! 


It will be said that $5000.00 is an amount of money that is 
beyond the ordinary man. That is very true. But to lighten the 
burden several persons can be co-founders of a Free Scholarship. 
An erganization can, by the combined efforts of its members realize 
the amount. Even a school, or a group of schools can, after a few 
years campaigning, be ready to send a poor boy to the sanctuary. 
Should all that be impossible small sums can as well be sent in 
requesting that it be used to give a poor boy such and such an 
article. 


It may be asserted that poor boys can come to an institution 
free of charge. They do come, but the number admitted can only 
be proportionate to the means on hand. St. Augustine’s today can 
take no more than thirty boys because the funds can by no miracle 
be stretched a cent further. Gladly would a hundred boys be re- 
ceived if they had a constitution that could prosper and thrive on 
fresh air. 

Meanwhile we must keep our numbers low and wait watchfully. 
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APPEALING PARAGRAPHS 


The students’ library is in the infant stage of one bookcase 
growth. The boys who are trying by their own efforts to raise 
funds for this educational necessity would not easily refuse offers 
of books. To date they have already gathered fifty new volumes. 

Sometimes a person has lying about an unused organ, or a 
brass instrument, or some cther musical piece as a saxophone; 
these are very much in demand:at the Mission House. 

Recreational articles too, such as an idle pool-table would be 
appreciated by the boys. Stage properties also and costumes would 
be a greater boom than imaginable. 

In the hope that it might draw the attention of a benevolent 
man, we will add that if we had a little broader piece of land the 
boys could have a baseball diamond. 


AN APOLOGY. 


It seems that the followers of Christ in the twentieth century 
are ill-fated to be beggars. The obloquy of this other profession 
we willing accept as long as we can in good conscience truthfully 
affirm that whatever comes in by this method is applied to a real, 
pressing need. In corroboration of this our friends are freely in- 
vited to visit the Mission House, and we can safely assure them 
ae will not find us banquetting or engaged in an extravagant 
outlay. 


HELP A STUDENT 
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In this work there is no reason to be withheld by the Church 
whose Pontiffs and policy have always declared for native clergy. 
After all is not Christ free to choose His own apostles? Are we 
to reprimand the Divine Dignity for vulgar association because in 
His life He selected the company of fishermen? o man adds honor 
to the side of Christ but Christ honors him. is call seems to be 
going out to the Colored youth. He needs them because His flock 
needs them and blessed are they who help to fill the Master’s needs. . 
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Free Scholarships 


Can anyone think of a sublimer use to which money canbe 
put than that of rearing priests who will stand at the altar to avert . 
the Divine wrath and to draw down the riches of heaven? What 
are buildings, artistic monuments, extensive parks, aristocratic es- 
tates compared to a living priest who saves souls and builds 
splendours that never crumble! 


It may never have cccurred to one that with money he could 
raise priests. Maybe he does not knew that there are boys who, 
while they have the aspiration to be priests are too poor to buy 
even a pair of shoes. Notwithstanding poverty they are good boys, 
perhaps moral gems and intellectual flowers fresh from the un- 
tainted soil cf hardship. Such a boy can be helped by a man of 
means to reach a goal at which he might not otherwise arrive, 
and he can help by founding a free scholarship. 


Lest this term be not understood it can be explained. A free 
scholarship as generally accepted requires a sum of $5000.00. This 
money is deposited with a Society that educates priests. The sum 
itself is never touched but the interest that it yields every year is 
taken to pay a boy’s expenses for that current year. After six 
years of study when the boy passes into the keeping of the Society 
the interest can be credited to another boy, and thus this deposit 
gives rise to an endless chain of priests who go out into the world 
to do their magnanimous work, and that by the kindness of -a 
Christian man! 


Surely if one cannot be a priest himself the nearest approach 
to that honor is helping another to be one. Further since the spread 
of the Gospel and the education of man to a higher life is done 
in great measure by the priest the making of this sacerdotal in- 
strument is the most efficacious assistance one can give toward 
the growth of Christ’s Kingdom in the hearts of men. And when 
one considers that the twelve million colored people have only about 
four priests of their own who can fail to see the need? 


HELP EDUCATE A PRIEST! 


can only entitle the Colored in many White congregations makes 
it imperative for them to have more shepherds and more of their 
own. 


What argument is there for past total success that cannot be 
refuted by these simple but unpleasant figures— 


1865 1923 
Colored Population 4,500,000 10,381.309 
Colored Catholics 200,000 250,000 


In pagan China there are twenty-times more Catholics than 
there are among the Colored of the United States despite the fact 
that they are surrounded by Catholicity. Except this small/ in- 
gathering is to be attributed to their hardness of heart it can only 
be accounted for by the insufficient number of priests who will 
not only be kind to those that appear at Mass but will seek out 
with apostolic zeal the lost sheep, bind up their wounds with a 
sympathetic touch, and speak for them with an understanding heart. 


We might add to the strength of statistics the encouragement 
tendered by the last two Pontiffs, and give an excerpt of a letter 
from Pope Pius XI to the Rector of St. Augustine’s: 


“If we wish to accomplish some useful and solid work in the 
colored field it is indispensable that priests of that race make it 
their life-task to lead these people to the Christian faith and to 
higher cultural level.” 


“You have, therefore, beloved son, undertaken a most laud- 
able work in which to engage your zeal for the faith and for souls. 
In order that your success may be all the more yielding you will 
pray with us to our Divine Saviour that the negro youth may hear 
and obey the Master's injunction: ‘‘Go you also into my vineyard’. 
The Negroes of the United States greatly exceed ten million souls 
for whom a capable mission and secular clergy of their own race 
must be created as soon as possible. We extend therefore our 
best wishes for the Seminary in the town of Bay St. Louis. May 
it prosper greatly under the care of the American episcopate, and 
may it attract a large attendance of negro pupils inspired with pure 
intentions.” 


“Finally, beloved son, so far as we are concerned, rest assured 
that we are most anxious to do everything to promote this salutary 
undertaking. For the present, as a pledge of heavenly good-will, 
we lovingly extend to you, beloved son, to the Society which you 
govern, and to the Negroes in whom you are interested, the Apostolic 


Blessing.” wis se 
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St. Peter’s, Rome. In the Second Year of His Pontificate. 
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SPIRITUAL COMMENDATION 


UR FRIENDS SHOULD KNOW 
that the Society of the Divine offers 
up every year three- hundred and 

sixty Masses for its benefactors.- For the 
Society knows that much of the alms sent 
in has been gathered by rugged toil and 


sacrifice. 


Address all communictions to: 


The Reverend Rector, S. V. D. 
St. Augustine’s Mission House 


Bay St. Louis, Miss. 
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Expect at Easter the Vocation Number 
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Saint Augustine 
Messenger 


“TL am chiefly interested tn the 
education of -American young men 
for the Priesthood, both White and 
Colored. 1 think that the salvation 
of the souls of the Colored people of 
this country depends largely upon the 
piety and learning of a native Col- 
ored Clergy.” 

His Excellency, FURMASONI BIONDI, 
Apostolic Delegate 


Bulletin of St, Augustine's 


at Bay St. Lewis, Ai. 


THE APOSTOLIC DELEGATE AT THE SEMINARY 
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ST. AUGUSTINE’S SEMINARY 
Location 


St. Augustine’s Seminary is situated on the Gulf Coast, 
about fifty miles from New Orleans and within the same 
latitude as palmy Florida. Seated where nature is in per- 
petual bloom it enjoys in addition to the constant charm of 


vernal scenes the rich fragrant air of the tropics in its 
healthiest purity. 


It is a little outside the coast town of Bay St. Louis that 
the Seminary building lies, a quiet spot in the heart of 


nature bounded by orange groves and shadowed by great - 


solemn oaks that hang with reverend beards of Spanish 
moss. Here in this verdant solitude that lures to medita- 
tion the Colored students of the Seminary are p 
themselves to be priests of God and apostles of their people. 
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NOVENA FOR PENTECOST. _ 


My Dear Friends: 


The Novena in honor of the Holy Ghost is the oldest de,» 
votion in the Church, and was introduced by Our Lord Him- © 
self. Thus, it is held with solemn rites and special prayers | 
in our community, as we have the greatest confidence in | — 
the Almghty Power of this Holy Spirit of God. nus 


The Holy Ghost was sent by Our Lord to plead the cause © 
of the Church and also our causes before the Throne of Our 
Heavenly Father. He is our Advocate before ‘the Father, © 
In the Church and within the hearts of the Faithful, He it + 
is Who is to take the place of Christ Himself and to pray 
in us and with us with “unspeakable groanings.” 2 


When the Spirit of Truth descended upon the Apostles, . 
He baptized them with “fire”? and inspired them with a. 
burning zeal for the salvation of souls. He became the. 
Light of their souls, teaching them all truths. The Par: - 
clete, The Helper, will fill our first priests with this same 
all-consuming thirst for souls together with the Spirit o 
Truth to teach their people. re 
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the “Light of Lights,” the “Sweet Consoler of the Af 

the “Father of Poor,” and the “Life of the Soul 

a heart’s unfailing light to all the man : 
over the earth. Oh, Thou Spir 
this our Novena in Thy honor 


To the Faithful the Holy Ghost is th 


ors an oppor- 

ayed for in this 
will | spetial: ‘prayers évery day 
pate on the last day of the Novena, 
fmunions of all the students will be of- 
ms which have been sent in. 


sw of our students are able to contribute any- 
tds the expenses of their education, so we ask 
d an offering to help defray the cost of their 
Haying no other resources, we are dependent on 
of the Faithful; yet so confident are we of this 


e that we never refuse admission to any candi- 
e or Jack of funds. 


Th “feast of Pentecost will be May 31st. Our Novena 

ll begin on Friday, May 22nd and end on Saturday May 
“ ith, the day before the Feast itself. We would ask there- 
fore ‘that your Intentions reach us before that date. We 
will: be glad to have you invite any of your friends to send 
their Intentions with yours. We would also like to have 
you : send ‘us the names and addresses of five of your friends 
: you think would be interested in our work. 


‘ou should unite your prayers with ours during the No- 
j, and receive Holy Communion at least on the Feast of 
0 t. Doing this, the Holy Spirit will descend on you 
rs with all His great gifts. 


prayers for the success of our institution 
essing on our work, I am 


doom in Christ, 


BC : Be ae Christman, | Rector. 
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Miss. it has its | 
for its existence lies there, 
is there best understood, ‘and 
expect our best supporters. 


Dedicated as it is to the high purpose c © edi 
to the priesthood the Seminary will ever realize: 
immediate as well as final success will depend up i 
divine assistance which alone can inspire boys to join the ‘e 
ranks and remind our friends of needs that are upon us. 
Since this divine assistance can only be secured by prayer 
we will never forget where to place our foremost efforts, 
and for that reason we can never tire of asking our friends 
to remember us especially in prayer. 
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HIS EXCELLENCY FURMASONI BIONDI VISITS 
THE SEMINARY 


Since the opening of St. Augustine’s no greater honor 
or more encouraging favor was tendered to the young in- | 
stitution than when the Apostolic Delegate called at the’ 
Seminary. He arrived on March 29th, Saturday and re- 
mained over for Sunday to say Mass in the Seminary chapel.=; ©. 
He spared no pains to inform himself about the direction. * 
of the institution and expressed himself satisfied. | 


At the close of an evening celebration he further availed ~ 
himself of the opportunity to inspire and to impel the work 
onward. Without reservation he declared himself in favor 
of a Colored priesthood and named the reasons why such © © 
a clergy was in keeping avith the age-long policy of the mea a 
olic Church. € 


The Speech of The Delegate 


“I am very grateful to the-Reverend Rector or the. 
words he has addressed to me. It is indeed a pleasure 
to be here, and even before the Fathers ca o 
had already planned to visit St. Me gustini 


“Tt is true, as one of the spe 
Augustine’s is a small pla 


find among 
s of Japan, I knew 


t being saved.” 


de or ‘to be for some time a co- 
asta ‘saintly Cardinal Van Rossum, 

ion “of Propaganda Fide. 

Anko. close contact with the question of 
there this great question was deeply 
tion ardently promoted. There I saw 


Pre 


ital importance of native priests and was 
if My conviction that the Church can succeed 


Yan Rossum once when speaking to a certain 

aiyehop asked him about his Vicariate and par- 

t the number of converts therein. The Bishop 

that he had a very large number of converts and 

fhole mission was progressing rapidly. Then the 

i him how many native priests he had; to which 

ee hn that although he had none as vet he had 

‘native students in training. “Then,” said the 

al who bears the heavy burden of directing the stu- 

is wee of the propagation of the Faith, “the Church 
field is not yet established.” 


e Native Colored liars Desired 


min: to this great land, I see the same needs. I am 
rest ed in the education of American young men 
both white and colored. I think that the 

: lored péople of this country 

y and learning of a native Col- 


Nae 


yours. 


within a short space of tin 
hood in the Catholie Church 
teen years of hard labor and 


This Country Can Use Only First C s Prie: 
_ “The Fathers of the Divine Word have undertal 
task of training you and giving you the knowledge requires 
to fit you for a high degree of usefulness among the priests 
of this country. This country can use only first class priésts, — 
Inferiority in the clergy would be a hindrance. If you are te B 
reach the priesthood you must be priests who by your sanc-. 
tity and education will not only command the respect of the — 
people of your own faith but also gain the good will and ~ 
confidence of those without the fold. It is your sacred duty, — 
my boys, to do your utmost to respond well to this training 
which the Fathers are endeavoring to impart to you. Your — 
training must make you useful men, but, more than that, you’ 
must develop daily the more important qualities of piety and 
humility. It is the humble that attain success. God abhors 
the proud. In the Church of God, remember, we can never 
accomplish anything great unless that fundamental virtue 
of humility characterizes our action,” 


as 
7 * 
Ra 


study and prayer 
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“You are the first young men whom God has called into \/ ~~ 
this house of studies. This Seminary is but the beginning, — 
please God, of a larger movement. It wil] grow and grow and 
I shall continue to pray for its growth. It is necessary.” 


the Holy See; to be admitted into such a community 
deed a privilege.” sig, RN 


Praises Father of Divine Word oe = eo 


“And as to you, my good Fathers of 1 h z =r 
the special work in which you are:here 
10 ecel 


it? 


wh eins to n9 Char? 
,000 Colored Catholics for whom there 
3 working and 400 White Sisters? 


é eater 


4 Colored priests while there are 340 Colored 


St. Augustine’s is a Seminary for the education of 
Colored boys to the priesthood and that it has already 
25 boys the first class of whom graduates next year? 


That the first native-born Bishop of the Western Hemi- 
sphere was a Negro? 


That in point:of members the Catholics lead in 33 states, 
the Baptists in 12, and the Methodists in 3 states? 


iia. ¥ That after many years of debate over the Negro question 

tT 3g which was severed the Northern Methodist Church 
& from the Southern these two churches have finally de- 

tee cided to unite again? 

' _ That there are 35,731 negro students in the high schools 
2 of the country giving the ratio of 1 Colored student in 


high school for every 350 people, whereas the propor- 
tion of the Whites is 1 to every 45 group. 


That according to the Catholic Weekly American every 
fourth Colored family is a home-owner; and that since 
the Civil War illiteracy has decreased from 98% to 

28%; and that Colored wealth has increased from $20,- 

wo 000,000 to $3,500,000,000 ? 

that the Vice-president of Liberia has been presented with 

‘diploma of the Order of the Knights of St. Gregory 


if His Holiness Pope Pius II. 
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The drama ANDALOUMA after bang’ 
Reverend Frefect was presented at Bay St. Louis 1 

mas. Every seat was taken while many stood in the ai 
chorus it was acclaimed the best dramatic presentation 


Sey mod 


A notice printed in OUR COLORED MISSIONS depicting the sad 
State of our library was immediately answered by boxes of books that 


: é now stand in neat arrangement against our library walls. Thanks 
| ; to our ever-ready friends! 


The basket-ball team of Xavier University met the students at the 


Seminary grounds to contest the title. The Xavier five after a red-hot 
battle walked off with the honors 24-22. 


& . By special request of Father Sweeney, S.S.J., the play, ANDALOU- 
: = MA was earried to Pass Christian, Miss., and there enacted very suc- 
= cessfully for the second time. Mr. Labat converted his truck into a 


buss and drove the boys back through the midnight air, a gleeful ride 
of 40 miles. 


After weeks of hard labor the boys constructed a sw 
on the grounds. It was the most enjoyable spot on the ca 
alas, on April 16th the dam broke and the water r 
a mighty gap in its sides. 


imming-pool 
mpus, when, ea 
ushed out leaving 1% 
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On March 29th the Apostolic Delegate, the highest ecclesiastical af 
of the land, visited the Seminary. He further honored the institution 2 
by staying over for Sunday when he said Mass in the chapel and 
distributed Holy Communion to the boys. He behaved towards the 
Students as if he had known them for years, shook hands with each | 
one, questioned everyone about his home and studies, “At an evening — 
celebration he spoke emphatically for a Colored priesthood, and ex: _ 
pressed his hope that each student before him would persevere. 
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‘The Seminary baseball team beat St. Rose of Lima’ 
to the score of 11-7, 1 aa a ae 
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: hic Silla the student often needs 
ary often the grace of a vocation is 
‘the poverty of the home. Every per- 
4 1 his own experience of bright and pious 
is who hive all the qualifications of becoming ex- 
t pr ‘es | but are held back because they must remain 
at home in. helpless penury. It is also generally known 
that. Christ calls most of His followers from the ranks of 
the poor. It is for that reason that a priesthood could 
‘never be created without the charity of persons living in 
the world. They are the support of seminaries. As a 
rule the greatest priests that now live, and those eminent 
ae) ones that have gone before have been lifted to their posi- 
—* tions by the assistance of good God-fearing men in the 
gs world who recognize the dignity and value of a priest. 


St. Augustine’s has never refused the application of a 
boy without means because it feels that God will care for 

- those whom He has chosen. Anyone, then, who would like 
ae to give aid to a needy student will always find some one to 
a be befriended. 


re | IN APPRECIATION 

a Conscious that our friends have built our home and sus- 
tain our work we are always ready, in a spirit of thank- 
fulness, to repay in prayer. Every day a special remem- 
brance is made of our benefactors in the chapel. 


Four times during the year special Novenas are held 
when the students pray for the intentions of all those who 


it. Our friends are free, even encouraged, to write | 
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Every night as the students of St. Augustine's are 
ered in the chapel for prayers a special one is alwawe: 


that God might lead more boys to the beautiful life of 
Catholic priest. viet age 2 


CONDITIONS FOR ADMISSION 


Special arrangements have been made at the Seminary to 
take boys from the 6th, 7th and 8th grades. Students of 
higher grades go into the regular course, 


Every boy asking to be admitted should have an inten- % 
tion of becoming a priest: furthermore he must be in good 5 
health, be fair in his studies, and above all of a sturdy 
character. ; 

Each boy admitted shall mee 


t his expenses as far as cir- 
cumstances at home will permit. 


Apply to the 


Reverend Rector, S. V. D.., 


st. Augustine’s Seminary, 
Bay St. Louis, Miss. 


